[Chimeras in biologic embryology].
Chimeras produced from amphibian, mammalian, and especially avian embryos have provided important insights into vertebrate development. Important contributions have led to new concepts in understanding the development of, for example, the nervous system, the vascular system, and the skeletal muscles. The migration of cells is particularly accessible in chimeras. More important results are to be expected from chimeras in the future, especially by combining this approach with other state-of-the-art techniques.